MicroRNAs and vascular (dys)function.
MicroRNAs (miRNAs) are small non-coding RNAs, that control diverse cellular functions by either promoting degradation or inhibition of target messenger RNA translation. An aberrant expression profile of miRNAs has been linked to human diseases, including cardiovascular dysfunction. This review summarizes the latest insights in the identification of vascular-specific miRNAs and their targets, as well as their roles and mechanisms in the vasculature. Furthermore, we discuss how manipulation of these miRNAs could represent a novel therapeutic approach in the treatment of vascular dysfunction.